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NORTH-SOUTH MEET 2009   
Text and photos by Charles Thompson 

Continued on page 4. 

The 46th North-South Meet was 
held October 2-4 in Visalia at the 

beautiful Lamp Liter Inn. Along 

with the traditional hospitality 
room and Saturday night banquet, 

club members were treated to a 

four-part tour arranged by Mr. 

Richard Manley, a longtime Na-
tional CLC member and Visalia 

resident. 

    Part I of the tour was a visit to 
Vic Groahôs garage, where Vic 

and his son restore and maintain a 

bevy of antique autos. They are 
also building a replica of a vintage 

wooden aircraft, the ñPete-n-Pull.ò 

After looking at the delicate little 

plane, I came home and Googled 
ñPete-n-Pullò but to no avail. I 

did, however, find a ñPietenpol 

Air Camper,ò which was powered 
by a modified Ford Model A en-

gine. Could this be whatôs being 

built in a garage way out in a field 
in Visalia? [Editorôs note: Yes, 

none other than that 1933-vintage 

plane.] 

    Part II of the tour was the Tu-
lare Agricultural Center Heritage 

Museum ï a tractor museum. For-

tunately for me, I learned a long 
time ago that some tours might 

sound mundane, but I have found 

such tours to be surprisingly fun 

and informative! This was exactly 

one of those. There were about 50 
old tractors and displays about 

farming and daily operations. 

Visalia lies at the heart of the San 
Joaquin Valley and is the single 

most productive farming area in 

the United States! If only these old 

tractors could tell about the hard-
working, inventive farmers who 

replaced dozens of mules with a 

single tractor. Some of these were 
so big, you found yourself trying 

to figure out how they got up into 

the driverôs seat (actually some-
times nothing more than a wooden 

bench). So massive, so heavyé 

They left you scratching your 

head and in doubt that they could 
ever actually move in a dirt field. 

Things have gotten better though. 

They had a mock-up of a modern 
tractor cab, one that was fully en-

closed, air conditioned, with a seat  

LAKEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB 
BRUNCH FEBRUARY 14 

 

FLYER WITHIN 

Dan and Kitty Fisher at the tractor 
museum. 

PENSKE CADILLAC, SOCAL RE-
GION AND UNIQUE CADILLAC 

CLUB CELEBRATE THE 1960 
CADILLAC 

It was a dark and stormy nighté. No? Sorry, 
wrong event. Letôs start again. 

    It was a bright sunny day, with three yellow 

Cadillacs (a 1953 Eldorado, a 1956 Series 62 
convertible and a 1977 Coupe de Ville) parked 

at one corner of Penske Cadillac-Hummer in 

Torrance while our display was being built.  

    The entire service department and front 
parking lot were emptied for our cars, thanks to 

the generosity of the Penske dealership. 

    As if it were announcement time for the new 
1960 Cadillac, we lined up eight excellent ex-

amples of 1960 Cadillacs in the service aisle. 

(Yes, new cars were displayed in the service  
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